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I"m gonna talk about last month and this month. So I had my birthday party in March. and then my friends and
my host parents held a birthday party for me. We went to round1 to play bowlng and then we did the
shopping. American bowring places are lighted up like a club. It was so much fun. after we went to my host
family’ s house. they prepared Sushi for me. | have eaten sushi 5 times here. But you don’ t have to buy them
at a supermarket. Because rice is so hard and freezing, so it’ s like stone:--

Next, | had a presentation and | was taking about Japanese desserts. | brought them for my classmatesl
made Ichigo Daihuku and Mitarashi Dango. expected Ichigo Daihuku wolud not be popular. Because | heard
Americans don’ t like red bean paste. But this was more popular than Mitarashi Dango. Well, I'm glad they
enjoyed Japanese desserts.

And yesterday we celebrated easter. my host brothers and | were looking for our basket and eggs. We got
a lot of snacks and some money. after we went to my host grandpa’ s house and enjoyed dinner with them.
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April was autumn vacation. So i went to a lot of places and will
introduce them. First, | went to ilumination. It was so beautiful and
I thought that it was little different from japanese things. And
then, | went dance club. There were a lot of people and there
also was japanese. | had a good time. Second, | went to balloon
festival. | had never watched it, So | was so happy to watch it
right in front of me. | could have a precious experience, So I
am thankful to my host family for taking me.
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| had a fantastic day at British Hils. All the classes were conducted as group activities, making it enjoyable to
engage in conversations with everyone. Towards the end, we participated in a
heated debate, where everyone passionately argued their points. Additionally,
we indulged in a delightful buffet of British cuisine. The scones | made on the
last day were exceptionally delicious as they were made completely from
scratch. Beyond the classroom, | cherished the time spent with my peers, going
on early morning walks and hosting delightful cake parties. The building itself
was constructed in a charming British style, alowing me to immerse myself in
an experience akin to being in England. QF 45E)

International teachers. The vast and beautiful nature. Buidings that are
faithfully reproduced from England.

Robes that make you feel as if you were a student in the world of Harry
Potter. A wide variety of delicious meals. The British Hills has given me too
many memories. To mention just a few. There are two things | gained from
my time at British Hills.

The first is that the hurdle of speaking English has been lowered. | was
able to have a real experience of speaking English in everyday life,
i whereas our usual studies are more lke classes and studies. It was more
about communication than grammar, so | tried to speak with the awareness
of conveying my intentions to a foreigner. | was able to realize that it
was OK even if my English was poor as long as | could sense the other
person’s intention, and | became more confident and enjoyed speaking.

Second, | was able to experience British culture and lifestyle firsthand. On the third day, | went for an early
morning walk, anq the fog that appeared qt that time also created a nice ’*,//A / z //g :\\\\‘ \ :\\\3 .
atmosphere. My interest in foreign countries was further aroused. | had i} ST NN “\

a lot of experiences during these 3 days and it was very fulfiling. 3 days 3 oo | 7

.y

was too short, so | was talkking with my teachers and others on the way
home that it would have been nice to have had a week or so, and that it
was too early to go. It was so much funll can only thank my parents who
paid for the trip, the teachers who prepared so much, and the local staff!
Thank you very much!(2B4&%E)
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Dear Igusa students,
How are your classes going? The first semester is almost over, and I hope you've learned lots of new
things since April!

Summer is coming soon, and I'm sure many of you have exciting plans. In Canada, high school students
get 2 months of summer break, and university students get 3 months! It's a long time, isn’t it? In
university, I used my summer break to travel and try part-time jobs.

Since Mr. Endo shared a story about his first traveling experience, I thought I would share mine too. I
have two home countries—Canada and Taiwan—but the first country I traveled to for fun was
Singapore.

I went to Singapore when I was a second-year high school student. When I left the airport, the first thing
I noticed was that everything was super clean! The streets and train stations in Singapore were as clean
as those in Japanese cities. Also, people in Singapore walked so fast, like they are always rushing
somewhere. This is different from people in Canada who often stroll leisurely.

Furthermore, shop and restaurant service in Singapore was efficient. When you wanted to buy
something, you tell a staff member what you want, and he or she will immediately get it for you and
hand over your change quickly. However, one thing surprised me— staff members rarely smiled, and
they didn’t chat with customers. I thought that this must be because Singapore is a small and crowded
country, so everybody is busy and nobody has extra time or energy to be friendly. The best thing about
Singapore was the food! I tried many kinds of food that I couldn’t find in Canada or Taiwan, and
everything was delicious and inexpensive.

The more you visit other countries, the more you can experience other cultures. Because I visited
Singapore, I saw that my two home countries do not represent the world. There are billions of people in
the world with different lifestyles, beliefs, and values, and normal things in my home countries may not
be normal in other places.

You're still students, so it's hard to travel abroad right now. But if you have time this summer, maybe
you can take a trip to another prefecture! I heard that the local culture in other Japanese cities can be
very different from Tokyo’s local culture. If you visit any aquariums outside of Tokyo, please say hello to
the azarashis for me!
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